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Top marks
Students from Barts and The London, Queen Mary's School of Medicine and Dentistry, received a rare 100% pass rate in their final BDS this year, the first time in almost 40 years according to Professor Paul Wright, Director of the Institute of Dentistry. The students presented Professor Wright with a pair of white gloves at the graduation dinner, to celebrate the absence of any failures. The students were the first to have passed through the new integrated BDS curriculum.
Hampstead based dentist, Dr Rashmi Patel received an MBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours in June this year, in recognition of her achievements in the field of dentistry. In nearly thirty years of work in the field, as well as working in her own practice Dr Patel is an appointed dentist to the Royal School of Hampstead and at Howard House Home for Children in Hampstead.
She is an examiner for the national dental nurses qualification, a core mentor for the Central London Study Group for Dentists and an examiner for the Royal College of Surgeons. Dr Patel was also one of the early founders of the AngloAsian Odontological Group as well as its President during the establishment of the National Centre for Transcultural Health at the Eastman. She is also a serving member of the Standing Dental Advisory Committee.
She spends much of her spare time fundraising for charities and is currently involved with the Drug and Alcohol Action Programme (www.daap.org.uk).
MBE for London dentist
The GDC has welcomed the Department of Health's consultation on proposed changes to the Dentists Act (1984) .
The changes mean that the Council will have new powers to extend statutory GDC registration to cover the whole dental team, including dental nurses and dental technicians, set up a complaints scheme for non-NHS dental patients and reform its procedures for dealing with misconduct and ill health amongst dental professionals.
It will also introduce new procedures to tackle problems of poor performance in dentists and remove the current restriction on the number of dental bodies corporate.
The DoH is now consulting on proposed changes and the legislation, which is in the form of an Order made under section 60 of the Health Act 1999. It is due to be laid before Parliament later this year.
Section 60 Orders give the Government the power to change regulations, Orders or Acts of Parliament without the need for a Bill to go through the parliamentary procedure leading up to a new Act of Parliament. Professor Greenspan's research interests include the oral aspects of AIDS and the role of viruses in oral epithelial and salivary gland lesions. The award of the Fellowship is governed by a statute of the college and reflects distinguished service to the college by member of staff and those associated with it. 
Legislation to give more powers to GDC
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